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new standard for the Steelers that still is the 
foundation of what we do and who we are. 
From the players to the coaches to the front 
office down to the ball boys, he taught us all 
what it took to be a winner.’’ 

At just thirty-seven years old, Mr. Noll 
turned the struggling franchise into an unbeat-
able powerhouse, leading the team to their 
first playoff appearance in thirty-nine years in 
1972. Two years later, Mr. Noll took the team 
even further, winning the team’s first Super 
Bowl in a classic against the Minnesota Vi-
kings. 

The ‘‘City of Champions’’ would not be what 
it is today without Mr. Noll. Former Steelers 
wide receiver Lynn Swann said, ‘‘He built a 
foundation . . . This entire organization will be 
a part of his legacy.’’ 

Mr. Noll’s passion and love of coaching and 
contributions will always be remembered by 
the Steelers, by Western Pennsylvanians, and 
by all members of ‘‘Steelers Nation.’’ 

Chuck Noll was so much more than a 
coach. He was a licensed pilot and sailor, 
played musical instruments, spoke French, 
and was well versed in cooking, gardening, 
and home repairs. Team members would 
often try to find topics that Mr. Noll did not 
know about, almost always to no avail. Mr. 
Noll once said that he would have been a his-
tory teacher if not a football coach, but by 
making the football field his classroom, he in 
a sense fulfilled both these careers. 

Perhaps what Mr. Noll was best at was 
bringing people together and being a source 
of encouragement. He focused on building a 
sense of family among the team; he taught 
players the importance of sacrifice, humility, 
and winning both on and off the field. He 
never ceased to remind players that their ac-
tions today would affect tomorrow, a mentality 
that made him a role model for everyone. 

Bishop David Zubik said, ‘‘Let’s learn this 
lesson from coach. That we should all recog-
nize what we can be, recognize what we are 
capable of doing and encourage other people 
to be their best. That’s greatness. And that’s 
why today we thank God for the coach.’’ 

We are pleased to honor the memory of one 
of our nation’s greatest football coaches, and 
our thoughts and prayers are with his family 
during this difficult time. 
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SGT. TAHMOORESSI 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today on behalf of my constituent, Ser-
geant Andrew Tahmooressi, who is currently 
in jail in Mexico. I urge the government of 
Mexico to bring his case to trial and do all that 
they can to ensure he comes home safely and 
quickly. 

Mr. Tahmooressi has nobly served our 
country during war. He served two combat 
tours in Afghanistan including winning a com-
bat field promotion to Sergeant in Helmand 
Province. He was honorably discharged in 
2012, but remains on reserve duty until 2016. 
According to his family, he suffers from severe 
PTSD and had traveled from our hometown of 
Weston to California to seek treatment from a 
VA facility there. But he is currently in trouble 
and needs our assistance. 

Andrew was arrested on April 1st of this 
year in Tijuana, Mexico after crossing the bor-
der with several firearms in his automobile as 
well as ammunition for these weapons. He 
was then charged with possessing firearms 
and ammunition in violation of Mexican law. 
Andrew, according to his signed statement, 
was traveling to visit a friend near the Mexican 
border on the night of April 1 when he made 
a wrong turn and accidentally crossed the bor-
der into Mexico. It is also our understanding 
that the weapons in his possession at that 
time were purchased legally in the United 
States. 

After being held for two days in temporary 
holding, Andrew was transferred to La Mesa 
Penitentiary. Since his incarceration, Andrew 
has continued to suffer from PTSD. 

Yesterday I spoke to Andrew’s mother Jill. 
As a mother, my heart goes out to her, her 
family and Andrew during this scary and un-
certain time. As a fellow mother, her neighbor 
and her Representative, I committed to Jill that 
I will continue to do all that I can to bring An-
drew home. 

I have raised Andrew and his situation per-
sonally with Vice President JOE BIDEN and 
with Mexican Ambassador Eduardo Medina 
Mora. I commend the State Department for 
their efforts to ensure that Andrew is being 
treated humanely by Mexican authorities, and 
for their efforts in helping secure an attorney 
for Andrew. My staff and I have been in reg-
ular contact with the State Department since 
Andrew’s arrest. 

I call on Mexican government officials, spe-
cifically the Attorney General of Mexico to en-
sure that Andrew’s case moves as quickly as 
possible. 

I urge my colleagues to work collaboratively 
to find productive ways to bring Andrew home. 
There is absolutely no reason this important 
endeavor should be a partisan exercise. 
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HONORING EVELYN GROSS 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the memory of Evelyn Gross who 
died on June 18th in Plano, Texas at the age 
of 92 after a long battle with lung cancer. 

Evelyn Gross was the mother of Alan 
Gross, the subcontractor for the U.S. Agency 
for International Development, who has been 
imprisoned in Cuba for the last four and a half 
years for working to increase Internet access 
for Cuba’s small Jewish community. 

Evelyn Gross’s last wish was to see her son 
before she died, but despite repeated pleas 
for a humanitarian furlough to visit her, the 
Cuban officials refused to grant Alan’s request 
to do so. 

As the end of her life approached, in a fit of 
desperation, Alan went on a hunger strike to 
protest the failure of both governments to re-
solve this issue and free him. At his mother’s 
urging, Alan stopped the hunger strike after 
nine days. 

Judy Gross, Alan’s wife said that the death 
of Evelyn Gross was a devastating blow to 
Alan, who was extremely close to his mother 
and was already in a fragile state. 

Before his arrest, Alan spoke to her twice a 
day by phone. We are all very worried about 
how he is coping with her death. 

Judy Gross fears that her husband will sink 
deeper into depression and give up all hope of 
ever coming home. 

She worries that the pain of not being able 
to see his mother before her passing could 
start Alan down a dangerous path of destruc-
tive behavior. 

Before the death of Evelyn Gross, many of 
Alan’s friends had already grown deeply con-
cerned about Alan’s physical and emotional 
well being. 

Alan lives confined in a small prison cell 23 
hours a day with two other inmates. Until re-
cently, prison officials kept the lights on in the 
cell 24 hours a day. 

Weakened by the prospect of having to 
serve out a 15-year prison sentence under 
these conditions, Alan’s health and emotional 
state have suffered. He has lost over 100 
pounds, he suffers from chronic pain, and his 
loss of hope and increasing despondency 
have caused those who love him to fear that 
he is at risk of losing his will to live. 

When Alan turned 65 last month, he swore 
that it would be his last birthday in prison. He 
said he was determined to come home, alive 
or dead. 

I am taking the floor today to urge the Gov-
ernment of Cuba to free Alan Gross and for 
President Obama to do everything he can to 
obtain his release. 

I fear for what might happen if nothing is 
done soon to free Alan Gross. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF ARMANDO 
J. MORA, JR. 

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great sadness that I along with Rep. LINDA T. 
SÁNCHEZ rise to honor the life of Armando J. 
Mora, Jr., a Santa Fe Springs City fireman 
who died of service related cancer on June 
18th, 2014. 

Mr. Mora was raised in Santa Fe Springs 
and was proud to serve in the Fire Depart-
ment of the city he loved. Mr. Mora came from 
a very distinguished family who have com-
mitted their lives to public service in Santa Fe 
Springs. His father Armando Mora Sr. served 
on the City Council and was Mayor, and his 
brother Robert also serves in the Fire Depart-
ment and is President of Local 3507 of the 
firefighter’s union. 

Armando J. Mora, Jr. began his career in 
the fire service of the City of West Covina and 
was hired by the Santa Fe Springs Fire De-
partment on January 20, 1981. He served with 
distinction for 33 years as a firefighter, and 
was known as an extraordinary man of great 
character and generosity to all in our commu-
nity. We owe a great debt of gratitude to Mr. 
Mora because he knew the danger he faced 
every day on the job, but would not be de-
terred from his duties in protecting the people 
of our region. 

We extend our sincere sympathy to Mr. 
Mora’s mother Alicia Mora, his loving and de-
voted wife Georgina Mora, his two children, 
Lauren and Anthony, stepson Jesse, two sis-
ters Annie and Irene, his brother Robert, and 
to the extended Mora family and friends, in-
cluding his brave brothers and sisters in the 
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